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BIBLE STUDTES

HOUSTON NORTH

we sill begin a nen Bible study series in t,he month ofSeptember. A variety of subjects vill be covered duringthe series. The Bibte studies rill be held on wednesday
evenings at 7:30 p.M. Most of the studies yill be hetd atthe church Hall on Liltja, but there will also be monthlystudies in Tomball and conroe. The folloning is a listingof the subjects to be covered:

1. The Millennium
2. The Book of Esther
{ The Boo}c of Ecctesiastes

a

Vru'71u.*rt - g :l i. -l?i
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
l<t.

Judgingr/Hou to Make Good Decisions
The U.S. & Britain in prophecy, part I
The U.S. & Britain in prophecy, part II
The Book of Jude
Creation/Genesis I & Z, part I
Creationlcenesis 1 & Z, part II
The Birth of Christ, What Really Happened
The Old Testament Tabernacle
The Law of the Offerings
Peter, the Chief Apostle
Humility, Key Attribute of a Christian
Repentance
Melchisedec, Who Was He?

The Immortal Soul vs. the Spirit in Man

Seven Keys to Understanding the Bibte
The Truth About Hell & the Second Death
The Trulh About the Trinity
The Fruits of God,s Holy Spirit
The Book of Psalms (Several parts)
The Book of Proverbs (Several parts)
The Boo'ii of Lamentations

It'rrfVn .

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
?o.
2L-

/

t
23.
24.
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SEVEN NULES TO RTGHT DEETSIONS

RULE * 1r Ask God first for His visdom. (.tanes l:5)
RITLE * 2z Get exanples from the Bibte. (f Cor. 10:11;

ilat. 4z4l

RULE * 3: Get all the pertinent facts.
RULE * 4z Seek vise councel. (Prov. ll:14)
nULg * 5: Hake a definite d€cision. Don.t uaver.

(James 1:6,8)

RITLE * 6: Have faith in the decision. (Mark 9:23)

BIILE * 7z l{ork diligently for the desired end.
(Eccl.9:10)

c...

f.'



7h a / g7 
>'r',1 7't c"'/e-

DATE:

TITLE:

BACKGROUND I{ITERIAL
BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES

lOf 0 - 97A B.e. Reign of Solomon.

The title for this book coues from the opening phrase,
"The rords of the preacher' (1:l). The vord,,preaeher"
eones from the Hebren text thus: Hebrev "qoheleth"-
from the root ogahal", to assemble. Greek version
"eeclesiastes"- from oek'r out of; and "k1e6is", a
calling. English ipreaeherr-one vho speat(s to an
assenbly of people. Thus, Ecclesiastes neans the
same, 'one vho speaks by a calling to an asaenbly."
Other appearanees of the sord npreacher" in Ecclesiastes
are: l:1,2,12t 7:l7i 12:8,9,10. The rord is not found
in any other Old Testament book.

The author is not named in the Bible text. In 1:1 he
is identified as "the son of David, king of ilerusalem.,
Internal evidences favor the traditional vieu that
solomon is neant by this pbrase. The foltowing descriptions
in the text coincide with rhat is knosn about Solomon
fron the historical record in I Kings: 1). The author'6
unrivaled visdom (1:16). 2't. His great vealth (2:8).
3). His extensive building projeets (2:4-61. 4). His
collection of proverbs (12:9).

Ecclesiastes is the fourth of the five poetical books in
our English Bible: Job, Psalns, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Song of Solomon. fn the Hebrev Bible it is the fourth of
five nregilloth vritings ('five rolls,'): Song of Solomon,
Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther. Ecclesiastes
is traditionally read during the Feast of Tabernacles.

Throughout the book of Ecclesiastes, the author Ehovs
tvo opposite life vievs. First he vieys things around him
as the natural nan rould do rithout the light of divine
revelation. His conclusion is, 'A11 is vanity." But
then the author urites as one to rhom God has revealed
Himself, BDd nov his observations and conclusions have
a different ring. The book alternates perspectives
throughout. The purposes of Ecclesiastes, thenr dr€ to
shov the futility of pursuing materialistic, earthly
goals as an end in themselves, and to point to God as
the source of all that is truly good. The thene of the
book is deterurined by those purposesr dDd nay be stated
in this tvofold uay: f). Brery pursuit of man is futile
if cod is excluded. 2r. Onty Coa's vork enduresr so that
only He can inpart true value to nan's life and service.

Ecclesiastes can be divided into six najor divisions:
1). Introduction,/Premise (1:l-f l). 2r. Bring God fnto
The Picture (l:12-3:15). 3). God Is On His Throne (3:16-
5:20). 4). All Belongs to God (6:l-8:15). 5). Renenber
Your Creator (8:16-l2z7l. 6). Conclusion ( 12:8-f4).

\-_

ATIIHOR:

PLACE.E: IN BTBLE:t\

PTJRPOSE:

ORGANIZATIOI{:

\
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12 APOSTLES - BACKGROT'ilD IIVFORT{ATION

HAt{E MEANTNG I.{TNISTRY

Simon Peter

Andrev

James

John

Phi l ip

Bartholomew

Matthes (Levi

Thomas (Pidymus)

ilames
(Son of Alphaeus)

Thaaddaeus
(,luae, Libbaeus )

Simon Zelotes

Judas Iscariot
Matthias

Simon = Hearing
Peter = Pebble

Manly

Supplanter

God is gracious

tover of horses

Son of Tolmai

tevi = Joined to
this world
Matthew = Gift of

Tsin

Supplanter

Man of Heart

Simon = Hearing
Zelotes = Zealous

Judah of Kerioth

Gift of God

God

N. Asia Hinor, Britain
Babylon

N. Asia Minor,
Scythia

Martyred - 44 l.D.
in Jerusaleur

Ephesus, GauI

N. Asia Hinor,
Scythia

N. Asia Hinor,
Turkey, Arabia, India

Parthia, fndia

Parthia (fran &
Afghanistan), N.W.
fndia

Spain, Britain,
Ireland

Mesopotamia,
Assyria

Egypt, North Africa,
Britain

Killed hinself
Maeedonia, Romania,
Ethiopia (rnAia)

Source: Article by
Apostles by

Herman L. Hoeh,
William Steuart

Book The Search for the .firelve
McBirnie

^
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OLD TESTAII{ENT SURVEY
GENESTS

NAHE: Genesis (trom the LXX) means "beginninll. " Genesis intro-
duces God as the creator, and then proceeds to tell the
origin and purpose of all He created. It gives the be-
ginning of marriage, t,he beginning of human sin and the
carnal mind, the beginnind of juvenile detinquency, the
beginning of nations and language, the beginning of God's
nation Israel, etc.

A start,ling fact about Genesis is God's perspective of
the world and "the beginning." The first 11 chapters
record the history of the world prior to Abrahan (and
three of these chapters are about Noah), and then the next
39 chapters are primarily the story of four men-- Abraham
(L2-25t, Isaac (25-28), Jacob (28-36), and Joseph (37-50).

AUTHOR AND DATE: .Jesus Christ quoted the book of Genesis as part
of inspired scripture (t'tatthelr 19:4-5). And t,he Nev Testament
elsewhere points to Moses as the author of it (compare
Gen. 3:15 with Luke 242371. Moses must have compited the
the book during bhe 40 years wandering foll-orring the Exodus--
after his calling at alte 80, and before his death at the
end of those 40 years, God certainly guided Moses in
writing Genesis, but it appears Moses also had certain
records that had been preserved and existed in his time.
These records are thought to be theGenerations of the

\- i{eavens and Earth (een. 224; 4226}; the Generaticns cf
Adam (Cen. 5:1-6:8); the Generations of Shem (Cen. 11:10-26);
the Generations of Terah (een. 11:27-25:11); the Generations
of Ishmael (een. 25:12-18); the Generations of fsaac(een. 25219-35229); the Generations of Esau (een. 36:1-43);
and the Generations of Jacob (een.37:2-5Oz26).

These records, or documents, were merely reference vorks
supplying the information, and are of no importance in
themselves. They don't form the organizational pattern
of the boolc. Neither are any "generations" listed under
Abraham-- and yet our eternal salvation depends upon the
promises God made to hin!
Genesis begins vith the beginning of time at the creation(een. 1:1). ft records the recreation; the 1656 years from
Adam to the flood (Chapter 5); the one year of the flood
(Gen. 8:13); and the 352 years till aBraham,s birth (chapter
11, Gen. L2:4; Acts 724). Then Isaac was born vhen Abraham
was l0O (Gen. L7iL,2L'). Jacob was born when fsaac was
60 (Cen. 252261 . And Jacob ras about 92 when Joseph r*as
born (compare Gen. 41t46,53 and Gen. 47291. Genesis concludes
rrith the death of Joseph at age 110 (Gen. 50:26).

The date for writing Genesis rlas the 40 years of sandering,
which roughly correspond to 1486 B.C. L446 B.C.
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3.

ST'RVEY OF GENESIS

Genesis Chapter 1 records the creation of tventy-tuo things:

1. First Day:

' Lighr (Day)

Darkness ( tgiqrht )

Second Day:
Firmament (Heaven)

Third Day:
Seas

Land (Earth)
Grass
Herbs
Seeds

Trees
Fruit

Fourth Day:
Sun (Ptaced in proper position)
lloon (Ptaced in proper position)
Stars
Years
Seasons

5. Fifth Day:
Whales

Sea Creatures
Fowls

6. Sixttt Day:
Beasts
Cattle
Creeping Things
Mankind

Tsenty-tvo is a number of completion. There are twenty-tro
letters in the Hebrew alphabet and tventy-two boolts in the
Old Testament according to the Hebrer canon.

4.

\__,



JORDAN

, fsa. 15 Moab to be laid waste.\_
16 Moab proud & haughty, to become small and feeble remnant.

God's outcasts in Moab (Sela=Petra).

Jer. 48 Moab's pride humbledr corl{uered, into captivity, to be
restored in latter days, fsrael to posses 1and.

49 Ammon to be desolate, treasures lost, later restored.
Ezk. 2l:28 Ammonites devastated.

25 Ammonites punished for gloating over fsrael's demise
to be occupied by Kings of East (vho gather at Armageddon,
Rev. 9 zl4r 16 212') . Jordan lies in path of invasion.

Dan. 11:40 Moab and Arnmon and Edom to escape occupation by King of
North at time of end (in league vith him).

Zeph.2:8-11 Moab and Ammon punished for pride and boasts against Israel.
fsa. 6Az7-12 Gentiles (Arabs) to serve and learn from fsrael in the

Millennium.

TSRAEL & JERUSALEU

Zech. L2 Jerusalem to be a burdensome stone to all nho possess'
to be opposed bY all nations.

\* 14 Jerusalem to be overrun, taken into captivity, Christ
returns to Jerusalem, city restored and safel.y inhabited,
beeomes focal point of world government and worship.

8 Jerusalem place vhere Christ rules, city of truth.
fsa. 2 Jerusalem to become vorld headquarters in Millennium.

7:18 Egypt and Assyria allied against fsrael-
10 Assyria to be God's instrument to correct fsrael.
11 Coming exodus of Israelites from Egypt, Assyria, & other

locations.
EzR' 5 one-third of rsrael in captivity' two-thirds die'
Amos 9:14 Coming captivity of fsrael.
Dan. 11:41 King of North (Beast) occupies Palestine.
Luke 2lz2O Jerusalem surrounded by armies just prior to her desolation.

2L224 Jerusalem under heel of Gentiles till their time expires.
Rev. Ll:Z Gentiles control Jerusalem for 3| years.
Matt. 24:15 Abomination put in Jerusalem.
Dan. 12:11 Daily sacrifices cease and abomination set up in Jerusalem.

Rev. 17:16 Gentile armies gather at Armageddon
r--- Joel 3:9 Gentile armies battle in Valley of Jehoshphat outside

- Jerusalem.

, Zech. 10:10 Israelite captives regathered from Assyria, Egypt and
other locations.



THE MIDDLE EAST IN PROPHECY

EGYPT

\--'Ezk. 29 Egypt to become a base kingdom, captivity foretold
30 Demise of Eqypt in the Day of the Lord. Never again

an Egyptian ruler (Arabs rule there now). Egyptians
scattered and to be regathered '

fsa. 7:18 Egypt and Assyria to be adversaries of fsrael and Judah.
19:4 Egypt to be conquered by a fierce cruel nation (assyria)

Judah to be a terror unto Egypt.
19:19 -Egyptians to be converted vhen Christ returns.
19:23 Egypt, Assyria, Israel to be leading nations in Millennium.
20 Assyria to conquer Egypt and Ethiopia.

Hosea 7:11 Ephraim seeks assistance from Egypt & Assyria (,ler . 42:19).
9:3 Ephraim captive in Egypt and Assyria.

Nahum 3:9 Egypt in league with Assyria.
Psalm 83 Arab nations & Assyrians against Israel.
Dan. 11:42 Klng of North dominates Egypt at time of end.

Joel 3:19 Egypt & Edom desolate in Day of Lord for violence against
fsrael.

\- LrBYA

Ezk.30:1-11 At, the Day of the Lord, destruction of Eqypt, Ethiopia,
Libya, Lydia, Chub.

Jer. 46 Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya, & Lydia to be conguered.
Nahum 3:9 Egypt, Ethiopia, Put & Lubim (Libya) in league with Assyria.
Dan. 11:43 King of North dominaLes Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya.

ARABIA

f sa. 21:.13 Burden of Arabia, glory of Kedar (f shrnael's son) shall f ail.
Jer. 25:24 Kings of Arabia and mingled peopl-es of the desert punished

with nations of earth at Day of Lord (,ler . 25: 15,31,33 ) .

49:28 Kedar spoiled.
EzR. 30:4-5 Mingled people along vith Egypt, Libya, g Ethiopia conquered.

30:13 Arabs nov rule in Egypt in place of native Egyptians.
27:21 Arabia and princes of Kedar in league nith prince of Tyre.

Psalrn 83 fshmaelites (Arabs) in league vith Assyria against fsrael.
Dan. llz42 King of North (Beast) dominates Middle East countries

prior to invasion from countries from North and East. 
-
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DATE:

TITLE:

AUTHOR:

PLACE IN CANON:

THE LADY ESTHER:

HTSTORY:

PURPOSE:

POTNTS:

BACKGROUND MATERIAL
BOOK OF ESTHER

Events occurred during the years 483 B.C. & 473 B.e.
Esther falls betr*een the books of Haggai and Ezta.

The title "Esther" is assigned to this book because Esther
ls its main character. Jews call the book Megiloth Esther
(fsther Ro1l) because '!.t is one of the f ive rolls assigned
for reading during Jewish Holy Days. Esther is read during
the Feast of Purim.

Authorship of the book is unknown. The author was possibly
a Jes living in Persia during the latter half of the fifth
century B.C. vhen the action of the book took place. It
is possible'that either Ezra or Nehemiah vas the author.
The book is similar in stYle.

The book of Esther is listed last in the historical books of
the English Bible, and eighth in the Writings section of
the Hebrev Bible. Though its canonicity has been challenged
by some, it has remained firmly in the canon, having been
confirmed by council in the 90's A.D. The Jews have always
accepted the book as canonical.

Esther was a Jevish orphan maiden who lived in Shushan
(Greek Susa) in Persia. She uas reared by a cousin,
Mordecai, vho was an official in the king's palace. King
Xerxes (Ahasuerus) chose Esther to be the new gueen. Through
Esther's influEnce Jews living in Persia \rere spared total
destruction. The name Esther may have been derived from
the Persian word for "star." Esther's Hebrew name was
Hadassah, vhich means "myrtle." The story of Esther
reveals a woman of very commendable character. Among her
traits nere genuine piety, faith, courager patriotism,
compassion, maturity and natural charm.

The story of Esther took place betveen the first return of
exiles under Zerubbabel (536 B.C.) and the second return
under Ezra (458 B.c.). The book covers a period of 10
years (483-473 B.C.). Xerxes vas king during this period.

The major purpose of the book of Esther is to shov hov a
host of Jevs living in exile vere saved from being ex-
terminated by the hand of a Gentile monarch. Though no
name of God appears in the book, the divine intervention
of God is evident throughout. The book opens vith a Feast
and closes vith a Feast.

Tvo special points about the book of Esther are uorth
noting: 1). A key vord of the book is "Jew.r' The
singular form appears eight times; the plura1 form' forty-three
times. The term Jerr is derived from the word ifudah. Most
of the returning exiles vere of the tribe of .Iudab.
2'l-. A notable exclusion is any name of God. Alsor 'there
is no explicit references to the lav, Jerusalem or the
temple. There is no good explanation as to vhy this is
true. But nonethel€ssr Esther stands firrnly as a part
of the sacred canon, inspired by God.


